
Bernese Mountain Dogs 
(ñBernersò) are one of the 

150 or more breeds currently 
recognized by the American 
Kennel Club. Berners, named 
after the Swiss Canton of 
Bern, are working dogs origi-
nating in the farming areas of 
Switzerland. Historically, they 
were used as general-purpose 
farm dogs. Their large, hardy 
frames and calm, people 
oriented temperaments made 
them ideal for driving cattle, 
pulling carts to market, watch-
ing the farm and serving as 
the farmersô companions.

Welcome to the World
of the

Bernese Mountain Dog

For more information,

contact your regional club

Berner on-line resources
http://www.berner.org/
http://www.bmdca.org

Crate
Puppy gate
Leash
Collar, regular and 
humane choke
Car harness
Safe non toxic toys
Odor remover

Bacteria remover
Pet wipes

Appropriate food
Bowls

Safe treats
Comb, pin brush and 

grooming rake

Berner Basic Supplies

follow in achieving those results. There 
are a great many books on the subject. 
Local clubs, on- line mailing lists and 
e groups can also help you ýnd good 
positive ways to help your dog learn your 
rules.

Activity
A minimum of 30 
minutes of mod-
erately vigorous 
exercise each 
day, plus sev-
eral trips outside 
during the day, 
are adequate for 
some Bernese. 
Other Berners may require three times 
that amount of exercise to remain ýt and 
a pleasure to be around. As you would 
expect with their heavy coat and rug-
ged appearance, Bernese love the cold 
and snow. But both their size and heavy 
black coats make these dogs suscep-
tible to heat stroke when temperatures 
rise. Berners do best in a climate-con-

Grooming
The Bernese Mountain Dog is a double-
coated breed. Shedding is considerable. 
Berners cast off their coats seasonally with 
the exception of intact females. They cast 
coat with heat cycles. If hair in the home 
is a problem this breed is not for you. A 
Bernerôs coat is relatively easy to main-
tain. A periodic bath and frequent brushing 
will maintain a neat appearance.




